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Section 7 Page 7-1 

SSEECCTTIIOONN  77::  SSPPEECCIIAALL  EEXXTTRRAATTEERRRRIITTOORRIIAALL  JJUURRIISSDDIICCTTIIOONN  PPOOLLIICCIIEESS  
&&  RREEGGUULLAATTIIOONNSS    

SSEECCTTIIOONN  77..0011  GGEENNEERRAALL  PPOOLLIICCIIEESS  IINN  TTHHEE  EEXXTTRRAATTEERRRRIITTOORRIIAALL  JJUURRIISSDDIICCTTIIOONN  ((EETTJJ))  
(a) Application of Requirements.  Unless otherwise stated within this Subdivision Ordinance, all 

standards, specifications and regulations shall apply to development within the City’s extra-territorial 
jurisdiction (ETJ). 

(b) Extension of Services.  Given that land proposed for development in the City’s ETJ must be 
served adequately by essential public facilities and services, including those related to adequate 
water distribution, wastewater collection and treatment, streets, pedestrian circulation, storm 
drainage conveyance, and park and recreational facilities, the following policies for the provision of 
infrastructure services into the City’s ETJ shall apply:   

(1) It is in the City’s best interest to encourage development in areas adjacent to compatible 
development already receiving City services, and particularly where those services have 
excess capacity. 

(2) It is in the City’s best interest to discourage development in remote areas as well as those 
areas that exhibit environmental hazards. 

(3) It is in the City’s best interest to annex areas that: 
a. Need to be protected in order to prevent or reduce flood damage in existing urban 

areas; 
b. Possess unique physical characteristics; 
c. Have requested City services; or 
d. Minimize the City’s fiscal liability. 

(4) It is in the City’s best interest to withhold all water and sewer extensions outside the City’s 
limits except in instances where the extension will serve a large-volume user(s) who has 
agreed in writing to annexation at a predetermined date, and who has demonstrated that a 
significant community benefit will accrue to the City if it provides such service outside the 
City’s limits, and where no significant fiscal liabilities will be incurred by the City. 

(5) It is in the City’s best interest to provide services, other than water and wastewater service, 
to individual users beyond the City’s limits: 

a. Upon request and under contracts or cost-sharing arrangements that minimize future 
City fiscal liability; 

b. Upon request and under contracts or cost-sharing arrangements that encourage 
compact development; 
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c. Upon request and under contracts or cost-sharing arrangements that ensure 
compliance with City subdivision, building, electrical, plumbing and fire codes;  and 

d. When it is not in the City’s best interest to annex the areas to be served. 
(6) The City shall therefore provide for extension of public facilities and services only under the 

following circumstances:   
a. Such extension is part of an annexation agreement that provides for development 

consistent with established City objectives and policies, such as the Comprehensive 
Plan; 

b. Such extension allows the City to retain its right under State law to annex the 
property in the future; 

c. The quality of the development that is occurring is consistent with City standards (if 
applicable); 

d. The use or development offers significant public benefits to the City; and 
e. The proposed development and land uses comply with City Building and Fire Codes 

(as agreed to in an annexation agreement with the City). 
(c) Design and Construction Standards for Public Improvements in the City’s Extraterritorial 

Jurisdiction (ETJ).  All public improvements constructed in conjunction with a new development in 
the City’s ETJ shall be designed, engineered and constructed in accordance with the City’s 
standards as set forth in the Engineering Design Standards and Construction Details, the 
Thoroughfare and Circulation Design Requirements, and all other applicable City master plans 
(e.g., water and wastewater master plans, master storm drainage plans, the Comprehensive Plan, 
etc.). 

Section 7 Page 7-2 

SSEECCTTIIOONN  77..0022  CCOOLLLLIINN  &&  DDEENNTTOONN  CCOOUUNNTTYY  RREEGGUULLAATTIIOONNSS  
(a) Interlocal Agreements.  The City has executed separate interlocal cooperation agreements as 

authorized under Chapter 242 of the Texas Local Government Code with both Collin County and 
Denton County.   

(1) Collin County has assigned to the City its authority to approve plats in the City’s ETJ.  The 
agreement also provides for the City to enforce its subdivision regulations, together with 
specified regulations of Collin County, within the City’s ETJ.  (For specific responsibilities, 
see the separate interlocal agreement, Resolution No. 06-02-28R.) 

(2) Denton County has assigned to the City its authority to approve plats in the City’s ETJ.  The 
agreement also provides for the City to enforce its subdivision regulations, together with 
specified regulations of Denton County, within the City’s ETJ.  (For specific responsibilities, 
see the separate interlocal agreement, Resolution No. 02-03-66R.) 

(b) Conflict of Regulations.  In the event that the subdivision rules and regulations of the applicable 
County provide a more stringent standard than the City’s, then the more stringent County standard 
shall apply. 
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Section 7 Page 7-3 

SSEECCTTIIOONN  77..0033  CCIITTYY  PPAARRTTIICCIIPPAATTIIOONN  IINN  IIMMPPRROOVVEEMMEENNTTSS  IINN  TTHHEE  EEXXTTRRAATTEERRRRIITTOORRIIAALL  JJUURRIISSDDIICCTTIIOONN  
((EETTJJ))  

(a) Improvements.  The City shall not be required to participate in the cost of any improvements where 
such improvements required by this Ordinance are outside the corporate limits of the City (i.e., they 
are within the City’s ETJ area). 

(b) Certificates of Occupancy/Utility Connections. 
(1) A Certificate of Occupancy for non-residential and multifamily projects within the City’s ETJ 

shall not be issued until a Letter of Final Acceptance (refer to Section 5.05(d)) has been 
issued by the City, and a copy of such Letter has been submitted to the Building Official by 
the developer, unless otherwise authorized by the City Manager or designee. 

(2) Utility connections for all developments in the City’s ETJ shall not be issued until a Letter of 
Final Acceptance (refer to Section 5.05(d)) has been issued by the City, and a copy of such 
Letter has been submitted to the Building Official by the developer, unless otherwise 
authorized by the City Manager.   
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